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Leitrim businesswoman launches
new ISME Finance Finder

exciting new
Imnmnu funding
matching tool that will
revolutionise access to

finance for businesses
in Ireland has been
launched by ISME
the Irish SME
Association in
partnership with
Swoop Funding.

Swoop s 2 business

funding and savings platform
enabling businesses o
discover the right funding
solutions across loans, oguaty
snd groots, and 1o identify
and easily make sanvings - all
in one fell smoop

The new tool, the ISME
Finance Finder, will act as the
one-stopshop for funding
solutions for Irish SMEs. This
partnership is the first of its
kind in lreland and provides
funding oplions for
Businesses wit han minutes

For a startup or @
business looking to expand,
mprove cashflow, refinance
debl. soquire 2 business,
purchase property, stock or
lovest In & new market, the
Finance Finder will provide
casy access 0 the lunding
opportunities available o

them. The plutform can also
be used to secure funding for
big ticket Hems soch as
vehiches, bulldings, oand
equipment through the Asset
Finance opltion

Thia annoancement

comes on the hack of recomt
reports that highlight how
businesses are stnggling to
socess finance during this
cconomic crisis, with the
Central Bank neting muted
lending in the SME sector for

the fifth consecutive quartey.
This observalion has been
confirmed by ISME's own
member surveys, and by
surveys in the peer-lo-peer
lending comenunity.
ISME's Bank Watch Qg4

2021 report demonstrated
the challenges faced by SMEs
with loan refusal rates at 13
and an increase from 65% 1o
63% of those surveyed who

reported  difficulties  In
acoessing finance
ISME's Finance Finder

utilises Swoop technology to
offer koan options to SMEs In
minutes, streamlining the
funding spplication process,
Following two years of severe
financial  bardship for
businesses across Ireland,
ISME s encouraging
business ownerstoutilise the
finuncial technology portal
to access funding options
with Swoop Funding The
online porial is open to all
busiresses across [reland
Nell McDonnell, CEO of
ISME said: “SME confidence
remains construined, in on
emironment of high nput
costs andd the warin Ukraine,
Mary balance sheets remain

unrepaired afler the
pandemic

“SMEs continue 1o
finunce themsedves via

internal funding o
‘bootstrupping’. However, we
also see opportunity in many
sectors, with the OECD

noting that treland has twice
as many business creators as
the EU sverage

“2023 will be & year of
opportunity for those
enterprises willing to be bokd
in adversity. The ISME
Finance Finder will be o
one-stop shop for any SME
secking funding solut kons for
their next move.”

Andres  Reynolds,
and Founder of Swoop
Funding ssdd:  “Swoop's
myission is 10 make access to
finance a simple and smooth
Journey for all businesses no
matter where they are
located or what stage of their
lifecycle

treland's

CEO

SMEs  need

better and faster acoess to
funding. Swoop's technology
brings the entire funding
market together in one place
and our expert team
manages the funding prooess
from start to finish. As an
Irish compony, Swoop Is

proud to be working with
ISME 10 deliver the funding
that Irish SMEs neod, when
they need .

For more information see
hetps:/ /' waw.lsme de/
finance-finder,
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