
FRIDAY 3rd NOVEMBER
CITYWEST HOTEL | DUBLIN



CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

  

  

   

   Conference Chairman: Conall Ó Moráin,  

   Presenter, “The Sunday Business Show”, 

   Today FM.

  

8.30am - 9.20am  Registration, Breakfast, Exhibition & Networking
9.30am - 11.30am Morning Session
  

 ●  Opening the Conference, 

  Minister Frances Fitzgerald T.D., Tánaiste & Minister for Enterprise and Innovation

 ●  Chairman’s address, Ciaran Murtagh, Chairman, ISME

 ●  Keynote Speech, Michael Cawley, Chairman, Fáilte Ireland

   ●  Crafting Your Own Story – Storytelling Workshop

   Cilian Fennell, Director, Stillwater Communications
 ●  The Sean Hannick SME Award Presentation

    

11.35am -12.15pm Breakout Sessions
  

 ●  How to prepare for GDPR 

  Niall Rooney, FP Logue Solicitors

 ●  Is Your Business Brexit-Ready? 

  Mark Sterritt, Brexit Advisory Services Manager, InterTrade Ireland 

12.15pm - 1.15pm Brunch, Exhibition & Networking
1.20pm - 3pm  Afternoon Session 
  

 ●  “Brexit - Three-and-a-Half Steps to Turn Threat into Opportunity” 

  John McGrane, Director General of the British Irish Chamber of Commerce

 ●  In Conversation with Siobhan O’Connor, Managing Director, Codex

 ●  The Great Debate; SMEs & New Socialism
  Councillor Mannix Flynn
  Jim O’Leary, Economist & Columnist
  Tom Lyons, Deputy Editor, Sunday Business Post
  Anne-Marie McNally, Political Director of the Social Democrats

ISME.ie

https://twitter.com/isme_ie
https://www.facebook.com/IrishSMEAssociation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/15230148/
https://isme.ie/ambition


Conall Ó Moráin, Conference Chairman
Conall is the presenter of ‘The Sunday Business Show on Today FM. He set up his own broad-based communications 
company, The Media Group in 2001 that has published newspapers, made TV programmes and nowadays has a growing 
presence in social media and PR. He also writes and comments on business and economic matters in print and on 
broadcast media. He is a board member of the Irish International Business Network.

Ciaran Murtagh, Chairman, ISME
Ciaran is Managing Director of Shay Murtagh Precast, a family company and leading specialist in the design manufacture 
and installation of precast concrete products. With over 20 years’ experience in the Civil Engineering industry he has been 
personallyinvolved in the research and innovation of new products within the company. Ciaran brought the Company to 
the UK market in 2007 and it is now seen as the leading provider o�-site value engineering solutions to the UK and Irish 
infrastructure sector. Ciaran was Vice Chairman of ISME from 2015 to May 2017 and became Chairman in June 2017.

Frances Fitzgerald, Tanaiste and Minister for Employment and Innovation
Frances serves as An Tánaiste (Deputy Prime Minister) and she has also been appointed Minister for Enterprise and Innovation 
since 14th June 2017. Her priorities include driving employment growth and investment in Ireland, especially outside the 
greater Dublin area, expanding our enterprise agencies presence abroad and ensuring Ireland is business ready for Brexit. 
She is a TD for the constituency of Dublin Mid-West, a former social worker and a parliamentarian for over 20 years. 

Michael Cawley, Chairman, Fáilte Ireland 
Michael was appointed as Chairman of Fáilte Ireland’s Authority in May 2014. A native of Cork and Chartered Accountant, 
Michael worked in a number of di�erent industries including distribution and manufacturing. He was appointed as a 
Non-Executive Director of Paddy Power Plc in July 2013 and chairman of peer-to-peer lending platform Linked Finance 
in September 2017.

Cillian Fennel, Stillwater Communications
Cilian is a founding Director of   and is one of Ireland’s leading communications and messaging development consultants. 
He works with CEO’s, leadership teams, start-ups and both public and private sector organisations to help them discover, 
develop and deliver their key messages e�ectively. Cilian has pioneered the work of storytelling in Ireland and uses it as the 
basis of his approach. He uses this technique to work with Irish and international organisations in the areas of media and
presentation training, communications strategy, branding, corporate messaging, reputational strategy and change 
management strategy.

Niall Rooney, FP Logue Solicitors
Niall Rooney is an experienced legal and business professional and is a consultant with FP Logue Solicitors in the areas of IP, data 
protection, privacy and regulatory law. Niall is a specialist in data protection compliance and GDPR preparedness. He also has 
extensive expertise in legal and regulatory issues relating to branding, designing, labelling, advertising and marketing. He has 
worked with a wide range of clients, from startups and SMEs to international brands, with a focus on technology, software, retail 
and consumer goods sectors. Niall is a quali�ed solicitor and currently sits on the IP & Data Protection Committee of the 
Law Society of Ireland.

Mark Sterritt, Brexit Advisory Services Manager, InterTrade Ireland

Mark Sterritt has a background in �nancial services and is Manager for the Brexit Advisory Service in InterTradeIreland. 
This service provides SMEs with reliable information and practical assistance towards navigating the implications that 
Brexit may have on their business. 
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John McGrane, Director General, British Irish Chamber of Commerce
John is Director General of , a private sector organisation which he co-founded in 2011 to represent businesses with interests 
in the two islands and their economies. He is a retired �nancial services professional having completed a 40-year career with 
the Royal Bank of Scotland / Ulster Bank Group in Ireland. He is Founder of NSI Technology, a tech start-up which helps Not 
For Pro�ts become Not For Losses. He is also a Director at Dublin Chamber of Commerce and a number of charities.

Siobhan O’Connor, Managing Director, Codex
Siobhan is Managing Director of Codex O�ce Solutions and has worked in the Supply Industry for many years. Siobhan has 
worked for both European and Global companies and is experienced in delivering new solutions to help companies both 
grow their business and also to assist companies to change direction and prepare for the future through many di�erent means. 
Siobhan is Deputy Chair of ISME.

Jim O’Leary, Economist & Columnist
Jim O’Leary’s career has spanned the public and private sectors and the groves of academe. He is a former Chief Economist with 
Davy Stockbrokers, a Senior Fellow of the Department of Economics at NUI Maynooth and a columnist with the Irish Times. He 
has worked in the ESRI and the NESC and as an economic advisor in two government departments (An Taoiseach in 1983-84 and 
Finance in 2010-11). He has served on a number of boards including Aer Lingus, AIB, Gresham Hotels and Bank Zachodny WBK 
(Poland), as well as the Public Sector Benchmarking Body from which he resigned before publication of its �rst report in 2002. 
He is currently a�liated to the Whitaker Institute at NUI Galway.

Anne-Marie McNally, Political Director of the Social Democrats
Anne-Marie is the Political Director of the Social Democrats - the party she was a founding member of, and the party’s current 
General Election candidate for Dublin Mid-West. In the 2016 General Election Anne-Marie stood for election for the �rst time 
where she �nished 5th in a 4 seater coming in ahead of 2 sitting TDs. In 2011 Anne-Marie joined the Dáil team of Catherine 
Murphy TD working closely with Catherine researching public interest issues, helping with strategy and leading the 
communications team which eventually culminated in the launch of the Social Democrats onto Ireland’s Political Landscape.

Councillor Mannix Flynn, Councillor
Mannix Flynn has served at all levels in Dublin City Council as an independent councillor for the past 7 years. He has championed, 
positive social change and 21st century enlightenment, bedded in accountability, good governance and transparency. He has 
worked tirelessly within communities on housing and policing issues resulting in the deployment of extra Gardaí and safety 
policies within our city. Mannix is active in city regeneration within the business community, focusing on reductions in overall 
commercial and domestic charges and better incentives which will enhance economic competitiveness and community cohesion. 

Tom Lyons, Deputy Editor, Sunday Business Post
Tom Lyons is Business Editor and Associate Editor of the Sunday Business Post. He was previously senior business correspondent 
with The Irish Times, deputy business editor with The Sunday Independent and business editor of Newstalk. An award winning 
investigative journalist, he is the co-author of two books: ‘The Fitzpatrick Tapes, the rise and fall of one man, one bank and one 
country’ and ‘Fingers, the man who brought down Irish Nationwide.’
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Click here to Book Now!
or Call: 01 6622755

NON-MEMBER RATE 

€160pp
Non-member +1 Guest 

€300 Total

ISME  MEMBER RATE 

€80pp
Member +1 Guest 

€140 Total

FRIDAY 3rd NOVEMBER
CITYWEST HOTEL | DUBLIN

#Storytelling                              #ISMEConf17

https://twitter.com/isme_ie
https://www.facebook.com/IrishSMEAssociation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/15230148/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/isme-annual-conference-2017-tickets-37304747504
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